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system includes a packet processor having at least an active
mode and a sleep mode, the packet processor configured to
processes streams of data packets received in a data plane
from an optical line terminal (OLT) through the PON when in
an active mode and to enter the sleep mode when not receiv-
ing data packets in the data plane. A system further includes
a micro-controller, separate from the packet processor, con-
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a central office, without waking up the packet processor, an
acknowledgement message, or waking up the packet proces-
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1
SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR ADVANCED
POWER MANAGEMENT FOR OPTICAL
NETWORK TERMINAL SYSTEMS ON CHIP

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims priority from U.S. Provi-
sional Application Ser. No. 61/713,876 entitled “Advanced
Power Management for ONT SoCs,” filed 15 Oct. 2012, the
entirety of which is hereby incorporated by reference.

FIELD

This disclosure is related generally to network communi-
cations and more particularly to power saving in an optical
communication network.

BACKGROUND

Optical Line Terminal (OLT) devices operate as service
provider endpoints in passive optical networks (PON). The
OLT converts between the electrical signals that are used by
equipment of a service provider and the fiber optic signals
transmitted over the PON. OLT devices continuously stream
frames to multiple Customer Premises Equipment units
(CPEs) for processing and forwarding. The CPEs, also
referred to as optical network terminals (ONTs) or optical
network units (ONUs), typically function as a gateway
between a service provider network and a home or small
business network.

Downstream frames that are transmitted on a PON typi-
cally comprise several predefined fields and include data
packets (user traffic) as well as various control structures for
managing the connection between the OLT and CPE, and for
coordinating the upstream transmission time division multi-
plexing (TDM) mechanism employed by CPE devices on the
other end of that network. In the upstream direction, PON
CPE devices are expected to transmit upstream frame when
requested by the OLT. The upstream frames may contain data
packets (user traffic), idle frames or/and various status mes-
sages as well as upstream traffic reports. In an effort to main-
tain PON synchronization protocol and connectivity between
OLT and ONUs/ONTs, even during times of inactivity when
there is no user traffic to send in either directions (downstream
orupstream), the OLT typically periodically transmits opera-
tion and management (OAM) messages to the CPE devices as
well as upstream bandwidth allocations for CPE devices. In
response to OAM messages, the CPE devices are configured
transmit acknowledgment, status, or report messages as man-
dated by the relevant standard. In general CPE device is
expected to complete a transmission during every upstream
bandwidth allocation assigned to it by the OLT, when there is
no user traffic or OAM messages to send to the OLT, CPE will
generate and transmit idle frames and/or messages in
response to the corresponding upstream bandwidth allocation
as mandated by the relevant PON protocol.

The description above is presented as a general overview of
related art in this field and should not be construed as an
admission that any of the information it contains constitutes
prior art against the present patent application.

SUMMARY

Systems and methods are provided for customer premises
equipment (CPE) on a passive optical network (PON). A
system includes a packet processor having at least an active

20

25

30

40

45

50

55

2

mode and a sleep mode, the packet processor configured to
processes streams of data packets received in a data plane
from an optical line terminal (OLT) through the PON when in
an active mode as well as transmit packets in a data plane
towards the OLT through the PON, and to enter the sleep
mode when not receiving or sending data packets in the data
plane. A system further includes a micro-controller, separate
from the packet processor, configured to receive from an OLT
operation and management (OAM) messages as well as
upstream bandwidth allocations that are transmitted in a con-
trol plane, and to process the OAM messages as well as
upstream bandwidth allocations by, selectively transmitting
to a central office, without waking up the packet processor, an
acknowledgement, report or status message, or waking up the
packet processor to receive data packets in the data plane.
As another example, in a method of communicating with an
optical line terminal (OLT) through a passive optical network
(PON), data packets are received ata PON customer premises
equipment (CPE) device, and the received data packets are
processed at a packet processor of the PON CPE device. User
traffic is received at home network interface of the CPE, and
send towards OLT through PON interface. The packet pro-
cessor is placed into a sleep mode when no data packets are
received for at least a threshold period of time from both
interfaces. An operation and management (OAM) message is
received from the OLT, and one or more acknowledgment,
status, or report messages are transmitted to the OLT accord-
ing to a relevant protocol in response to the OAM message
using a micro-controller module that is a separate module
from the packet processor without waking the packet proces-
sor from the sleep mode. A data packet or an indication of an
incoming data packet is received at the PON CPE device, and
the micro-controller is used to wake the packet processor
from the sleep mode in response to the receiving of the data
packet or indication.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram depicting a CPE coupled to an
OLT through a PON in one embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram depicting a PON CPE that is
configured to manage power modes of a packet processor and
one or more peripheral devices.

FIG. 3 is a timing diagram depicting example communi-
cations of a micro-controller in one embodiment of the dis-
closure.

FIG. 4 is a timing diagram depicting components of a PON
CPE entering sleep and low power modes during a period of
data packet transmission inactivity.

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram depicting certain compo-
nents of a PON CPE in one embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram depicting an example home
network that includes a PON CPE device.

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram depicting a method of communi-
cating with an OLT through PON in one embodiment of the
disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 is a block diagram depicting a PON Customer
Premises Equipment (CPE) unit, such as home gateway 102,
coupled to an Optical Line Terminal (OLT) (not shown)
through a PON 108 in one embodiment of the disclosure. The
PON CPE 102 includes a packet processor 104. The packet
processor 104 is configured to have an active mode and a
sleep mode. In the active mode, the packet processor 104 is
configured to process streams of data packets 106 received in
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a data plane from an OLT through PON 108. In one embodi-
ment of the disclosure, the packet processor 104 is configured
to transmit outbound, that is upstream, packets 110 to the
OLT over PON 108 to facilitate bi-directional communica-
tion between the OLT and a home network 112, via the CPE
102, over PON 108. The packet processor 104 is configured to
enter the sleep mode when not receiving or transmitting data
packets 106, 110 in the data plane. In one embodiment of the
disclosure, the packet processor 104 exhibits significantly
reduced power consumption when in the sleep mode, as com-
pared to when in the active mode.

The CPE 102 further includes a micro-controller 114 that is
a separate module or integrated circuit from the packet pro-
cessor 104, in an embodiment. During inactivity periods the
micro-controller 114 is configured to receive OAM messages
116, such as, for example in GPON compliant networks,
Physical Layer Operations, Administration, and Maintenance
(PLOAM) messages, that are periodically transmitted (e.g.,
every 10 ms) by a OLT device 108 in a control plane even
when there are no data packets that are being received or
transmitted. In PON networks that are compliant with other
standards, such as EPON, other suitable OAM messages,
such as multi-point control protocol (MPCP) messages, are
received. The OAM messages 116 are sent by OLT to main-
tain synchronization and connectivity between the PON CPE
102 and the OLT 108. In an embodiment, without waking up
the packet processor 104, the micro-controller 114 is config-
ured to process the OAM messages by selectively transmit-
ting to the OLT 108, located at the central office, one or more
acknowledgment, status or report message 118, inresponse to
each received OAM downstream message according to the
relevant protocol 116. The micro-controller 114 is further
configured to wake up the packet processor 104 via a wake up
signal 120 when the PON CPE 102 receives an incoming data
packet 106 or an indication of an incoming data packet 106, in
an embodiment.

In one embodiment of the disclosure, the micro-controller
114 is configured to operate at a significantly lower power
level than the packet processor 104. During periods of inac-
tivity, the micro-controller 114 is configured to handle the
synchronization operations while packet processor 104 is
maintained in a low power mode. By periodically receiving
OAM messages and selectively transmitting response mes-
sages according to the relevant protocol, an active connection
to the passive optical network 108 is maintained, in an
embodiment. The micro-controller 114 thus handles such
synchronization without assistance from the higher power
consuming packet processor 104. By enabling the packet
processor 104 to enter a sleep state, overall power consump-
tion of the PON CPE 102 is reduced. Moreover, by using the
micro-controller 114 to maintain an active connection with
the OLT 108, response to a resumption of data packet 106
traffic by providing a wakeup signal 120 improves the
response speed of CPE 201 in comparison to conventional
systems that allow the active connection to lapse during peri-
ods of data packet 106 inactivity.

In one embodiment of the disclosure, the CPE 102 is con-
figured to comply with a 1-Watt Standby regulation, such as
U.S. Executive Order 13221, which mandates that federal
agencies choose devices with low-standby energy consump-
tion (e.g., no more than 1-Watt) when purchasing certain
network products. In another embodiment of the disclosure,
the PON CPE 102 is configured to comply with a 0.5-Watt
Standby regulation such as European Parliament Commis-
sion Regulation 1275/2008. Other regions, countries, compa-
nies, and consumers are similarly pursuing such energy effi-
cient technological requirements.
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In addition to placing a packet processor into a low power
or sleep mode for power savings, in one embodiment of the
disclosure, CPE 102 is configured to reduce power consump-
tion of other peripheral devices that are configured to facili-
tate communication of data from the service provider network
to home network devices, such as interactive user devices that
in one embodiment of the disclosure include desktop com-
puters, laptop computers, tablet devices, smart phones, or
televisions. FIG. 2 is a block diagram depicting a CPE 202,
such as for example a home gateway system on chip, that is
configured to manage power modes of a packet processor and
one or more peripheral devices. The CPE 202 is implemented
as a system on chip that includes a packet processor 204
having an active mode and a sleep mode that is configured to
process streams of data packets 206 from/to an OLT over a
passive optical network 208 in an active mode and to enter a
sleep mode when not receiving or transmitting data packets.
The CPE 202 further includes a plurality of peripheral devices
that are configured to facilitate communication of data from
the OLT to one or more home network devices 210. In one
embodiment of the disclosure, the CPE system on chip 202
includes a memory, such as a dynamic random access
memory (DRAM) 212 with which the packet processor 204
interacts in processing streams of data packets 206, an inter-
nal switch 214 that routes data between the packet processor
204 and the one or more home network devices 210, and one
or more input/output devices 216 that are configured to func-
tion as interfaces between the PON CPE 202 and the one or
more home network devices 210.

The CPE system on chip 202 also includes a micro-con-
troller 218 that is separate from the packet processor 204 that
is configured to receive OAM messages 220 (e.g., GPON
PLOAM messages or other suitable OAM messages compli-
ant with a different PON protocol or standard) from the OLT
208 during periods of data packet 206 transmission inactivity.
During such periods of inactivity, the micro-controller 218
transmits, in an embodiment, one or more acknowledgment,
status or report messages 222 back to the OLT according to
the relevant protocol 208 to maintain synchronization and
connectivity between the PON CPE 202 and the OLT 208
without aid from the packet processor 204. By doing so, the
packet processor 204 is able to enter a low power or sleep state
during periods of data packet 206 transmission inactivity.

In one embodiment of the disclosure, during periods of
data packet transmission 206 inactivity, the PON CPE 202
places one or more of the peripheral devices 212, 214, 216
into a low power or sleep mode in addition to the packet
processor 204. For example, when the packet processor 204
or micro-controller 218 senses that no data packets 206 have
been received from the OLT 208 for a predetermined thresh-
old period of time, the peripheral devices 212, 214, 216 are
commanded to enter a sleep state (e.g., the memory 212 is
instructed to enter a self-refresh mode, and the switch 214 and
1/0 devices 216 are commanded to enter a sleep state). When
in sleep mode, the micro-controller 218 is configured to
handle maintaining synchronization with the OLT, thereby
enabling fast resumption (e.g., within 10 ms) of communica-
tions via a wakeup signal 224 when data packets 206 or an
indication of incoming data packets are received or when a
home network device 210 requests that outbound data packets
226 be transmitted.

FIG. 3 is a timing diagram depicting example communi-
cations of a micro-controller in one embodiment of the dis-
closure. Although the timing diagram is described in the
context of PLOAM messages that are compliant with a
GPON standard, it is noted that diagrams are similar for other
suitable PON standards. During a period of data packet trans-
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mission inactivity, a network, for example an OLT, transmits
OAM messages to a CPE to maintain timing synchronization.
Such OAM messages are represented in FIG. 3 by the peri-
odic (e.g., every 10 ms) PLOAM messages 302 received at the
CPE optical network terminal from the PON. In response to
each of the OAM messages 302, the micro-controller is con-
figured reply with one or more acknowledgment, status or
report message 304 according to the relevant protocol. When
the home network receives an incoming data packet 306 or an
indication that data packets are soon to be incoming, the
micro-controller transmits a wakeup signal 308 to the packet
processor, commanding the packet processor to exit the sleep
mode and process the to-be-received incoming data packets
306.

FIG. 4 is a timing diagram depicting components of a PON
CPE entering sleep and low power modes during a period of
data packet transmission inactivity. During a first time period,
data packets 402 are received at the PON CPE from the OLT.
At 404, the data packet transmission stops, and shortly after-
wards, an OLT sends only OAM messages 406 to the PON
CPE. Once a threshold period of time 408 elapses since a last
data packet transmission ended at 404, the PON CPE deter-
mines that it is time for certain components to enter a sleep
mode. In one embodiment of the disclosure, the packet pro-
cessor manages the entry into sleep mode. For example, upon
expiry of the sleep threshold 408, the packet processor sends
sleep commands 410, 412 to the I/O device and the internal
switch, respectively. The packet processor further sends a
command 414 to the internal memory to enter a self-refresh
mode. Once the packet processor has issued the commands to
place the peripheral devices into sleep/low power modes, the
packet processor transitions from an active mode 416 to a
sleep mode 418. In other embodiments of the disclosure, the
micro-controller sends commands to power down certain
peripheral devices.

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram depicting certain compo-
nents of a PON CPE in one embodiment of the disclosure. The
PON CPE includes a packet processor CPU 502 that is con-
figured to process streams of data packets received from a
network. The PON CPE further includes a number of sub-
system peripheral devices 504 that are configured to facilitate
communication of data from the network to user devices of an
internal network associated with the PON CPE. A micro-
controller 506 that is separate from the host packet processor
CPU 502 is configured to handle OAM messages from the
network (e.g., an optical line terminal) without aid from the
host packet processor CPU 502 or any other general access
memories, such as a DRAM. The micro-controller 506, in one
embodiment of the disclosure, is instead responsive to one or
more tightly coupled memories 508, 510 that contain instruc-
tions and data for handling the OAM messages from the
network. In one embodiment of the disclosure, an instruction-
tightly coupled memory 508 contains an instruction set for
utilization by the micro-controller 506 in handling OAM
messages and waking the packet processor CPU 502. A data-
tightly controlled memory 510 contains data for use by the
micro-controller 506 in performing those functions. In one
embodiment of the disclosure, during an initialization pro-
cess, the packet processor CPU 502 populates the instruction-
tightly coupled memory 508 with application instruction
data, enabling use of updated software/firmware by the
micro-controller 506. In one embodiment of the disclosure,
the tightly coupled memories 508, 510 are fast on-chip
memories that bypass cache associated with the micro-con-
troller 506 and provide a guaranteed level of low latency.
Thus, such tightly coupled memories 508, 510 provide low
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6

latency memory access that is dedicated to the micro-control-
ler 506 that avoids unpredictability present in some cache
memories.

In one embodiment of the disclosure, the CPE of FIG. 5 is
fabricated as a system on chip. That system on chip includes
a substrate, where the packet processor CPU 502 is disposed
on the substrate. The micro-controller 506 is also connected
to the substrate as a separate module and is electrically con-
nected to the packet processor CPU 502 via the substrate. The
system on chip further includes one or more additional
peripheral devices fabricated on the substrate that are config-
ured to facilitate communication of data from the network to
a user device. In one embodiment of the disclosure, those
peripheral devices include a memory, an input/output device,
and an internal switch.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram depicting an example home
network that includes a CPE device 602. The CPE device 602
includes a packet processor CPU 604 and a micro-controller
606 for handling synchronization with an external network
during periods of data packet transmission inactivity. The
PON CPE device 602 interacts with certain memories, such
as flash memory 608 and DDR memory 610. The CPE device
602 further includes I/O interfaces for interacting with one or
more of a USB hard disk 612, an eSATA hard disk 614 and
certain user interactive devices 616 (e.g., a television, a com-
puter, a laptop, a smart phone) via one or more WiFi networks
618 such as an 802.11n network. The PON CPE device 602
further includes interfaces for interacting with other networks
such as a local area network 620, a wide area network 622,
and a media network via a reduced gigabit media independent
interface 624.

In one embodiment of the disclosure, the micro-controller
606 of the PON CPE device 602 is configured to place the
packet processor CPU 604 and certain peripheral devices into
a sleep or standby mode during periods of packet processing
inactivity. While the packet processor CPU 604 is in a sleep
state, the micro-controller 606 handles OAM messages with-
out waking the packet processing CPU 604. In addition to
placing the packet processor CPU 604 into a sleep state, the
micro-controller 606, in one embodiment of the disclosure
places 1/O interfaces for interacting with external compo-
nents of the home network into low power states, such as a
USB interface for interacting with the USB external hard disk
612, an eSATA interface for interacting with the eSATA exter-
nal hard disk 614, and an /O interface for interacting with the
WiFi networks 618 and the connected user devices 616.

In one embodiment of the disclosure, the micro-controller
606 is configured to act as a proxy for not only the packet
processing CPU 604 but also for other peripherals of the
system that may receive OAM messages. When the plurality
of peripheral devices are in a low power mode and when an
OAM message is received that requests an acknowledgment
associated with a particular peripheral device, the micro-
controller 606 is configured to function as a proxy for the
particular peripheral device by transmitting an acknowledg-
ment for the particular peripheral device without waking the
particular peripheral device from the low power mode. For
example, when an OAM message is received that is directed
to a memory (e.g., flash memory 608 or DDR memory 610)
that is in a low power or self refresh mode, the micro-control-
ler sends an acknowledgment signal without waking the
memory 608, 610 from its low power mode, where the
acknowledgment is formatted to appear to be coming from
the peripheral of interest.

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram depicting a method of communi-
cating with an OLT in one embodiment of the disclosure. At
702, data packets are received at a PON CPE device. At 704,
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the received data packets are processed at a packet processor
of the gateway device. The packet processor is placed into a
sleep mode at 706 when no data packets are received for at
least a threshold period of time. At 708, an OAM message is
received at the PON CPE device from the OLT, and at 710 one
ormore acknowledgment, status or report messages are trans-
mitted to the OLT according to the relevant protocol in
response to the OAM message using a micro-controller mod-
ule that is a separate module from the packet processor with-
out waking the packet processor from the sleep mode. At 712,
a data packet or an indication of an incoming data packet at
the PON CPE device, and at 714 the micro-controller is used
to wake the packet processor from the sleep mode in response
to the receiving of the data packet or indication.

This application uses examples to illustrate the invention.
The patentable scope of the invention includes other
examples. For example, in an embodiment of the disclosure a
PON CPE is configured to interface with a Plain Old tele-
phone Service (POTS). In such an embodiment, the PON
CPE functions as a interface with the POTS network—i.e. a
telephone device is connected to the PON CPE, where the
PON CPE functions as public switched telephone network
(PSTN) gateway or VoIP (Voice over IP) gateway. That PSTN
gateway converts telephony traffic into IP for transmission
over a data network. In such an embodiment, a micro-con-
troller is expected place a packet processor during periods of
no transmissions and to wake up packet processor at an “off-
hook” indication from the telephone device.

It is claimed:
1. Customer premises equipment (CPE) on a passive opti-
cal network (PON), the CPE comprising:
a packet processor having at least an active mode and a
sleep mode, the packet processor configured to pro-
cesses streams of data packets received in a data plane
from an optical line terminal (OLT) through the PON
when in the active mode as well as transmit packets in a
data plane towards the OLT through the PON, and to
enter the sleep mode when not receiving data packets in
the data plane;
a plurality of peripheral devices configured to facilitate
communication of data from the OLT to a user device;
and
a micro-controller, separate from the packet processor, the
micro-controller configured to function as a proxy for a
particular peripheral device, so as to receive from an
OLT, when the plurality of peripheral devices are in a
low power mode, operation and management (OAM)
messages that are transmitted in a control plane, an
OAM message requesting an acknowledgment associ-
ated with the particular peripheral device, and to process
the OAM messages by,
selectively transmitting to a central office, without wak-
ing up the packet processor from the sleep mode and
without waking up the particular peripheral device
from the low power mode, an acknowledgement mes-
sage for the particular peripheral device, or

waking up the packet processor to receive data packets in
the data plane.

2. The CPE of claim 1, wherein the micro-controller is
configured to periodically receive the OAM messages from
the central office during periods when no data packets are
being received from the central office.

3. The CPE of claim 2, wherein the OAM messages
received from the central office are GPON physical layer
operations and maintenance (PLOAM) messages.
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4. The CPE of claim 2, wherein the OAM messages
received from the central office are EPON multi-point control
protocol (MPCP) messages.
5. The CPE of claim 2, wherein the micro-controller is
configured to utilize the OAM messages and one or more
acknowledgment, status, or report messages to maintain syn-
chronization and connectivity between the CPE and the OLT
according to a relevant protocol.
6. The CPE of claim 1, wherein the packet processor is
configured to command the plurality of peripheral devices to
enter the low power mode.
7. The CPE of claim 1, wherein the micro-controller is
configured to command the plurality of peripheral devices to
enter the low power mode.
8. The CPE of claim 1, wherein the micro-controller is
responsive to one or more tightly coupled memories that
contain instructions and data for handling OAM messages
from the OLT.
9. Customer premises equipment (CPE) on a passive opti-
cal network (PON), the CPE comprising:
a packet processor having at least an active mode and a
sleep mode, the packet processor configured to pro-
cesses streams of data packets received in a data plane
from an optical line terminal (OLT) through the PON
when in the active mode as well as transmit packets in a
data plane towards the OLT through the PON, and to
enter the sleep mode when not receiving data packets in
the data plane;
an instruction set tightly coupled memory configured to
receive application instruction data from the packet pro-
cessor during an initialization process;
a data tightly coupled memory; and
a micro-controller, separate from the packet processor and
responsive to the instruction set tightly coupled memory
and to the data tightly coupled memory, the micro-con-
troller being configured to receive from an OLT opera-
tion and management (OAM) messages that are trans-
mitted in a control plane, and to process the OAM
messages by,
selectively transmitting to a central office, without wak-
ing up the packet processor, an acknowledgement
message, wherein the micro-controller transmits the
acknowledgement message using the application
instruction data, or

waking up the packet processor to receive data packets in
the data plane, wherein the microcontroller wakes up
the packet processor using the application instruction
data.

10. A method of communicating with an optical line ter-
minal (OLT) through a passive optical network (PON), the
method comprising:

receiving data packets at a customer premises equipment
(CPE) device;

processing the received data packets at a packet processor
of the CPE device;

placing the packet processor into a sleep mode when no
data packets are received for at least a threshold period of
time;

placing a plurality of peripheral devices configured to
facilitate communication of data from the service pro-
vider through the PON to a user device into a low power
mode;

receiving, at the CPE device, operation and management
(OAM) messages or an upstream bandwidth allocation
from the OLT, the OAM messages including a particular
OAM message that seeks an acknowledgment from a
particular one of the peripheral devices;
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transmitting one or more acknowledgment, status, or
report messages to the OLT according to a relevant pro-
tocol in response to the OAM messages using a micro-
controller module that is a separate module from the
packet processor without waking the packet processor
from the sleep mode;
transmitting an acknowledgment to the particular OAM
message using the micro-controller without waking the
particular peripheral device from the low power mode,
the micro-controller being configured to act as a proxy
for the particular peripheral device in transmitting the
acknowledgment to the particular OAM message;

receiving a data packet or an indication of an incoming data
packet at the CPE device; and

using the micro-controller to wake the packet processor

from the sleep mode in response to the receiving of the
data packet or indication.

11. The method of claim 10, further comprising:

periodically receiving additional OAM messages and

transmitting additional one or more acknowledgments,
status, or report messages as required by the relevant
protocol during a period when no data packets are being
received.

12. The method of claim 10, wherein the transmitting
acknowledgement messages comprises processing at the
micro-controller GPON OAM messages in the form of physi-
cal layer operations and maintenance (PLOAM) messages.

13. The method of claim 10, wherein the transmitting
acknowledgement messages comprises processing at the
micro-controller EPON OAM messages in the form of multi-
point control protocol (MPCP) messages.

14. The method of claim 10, further comprising:

maintaining synchronization and connectivity between the

CPE and the OLT using the OAM messages and the
acknowledgment, status, or report messages according
to the relevant protocol.

15. The method of claim 10, further comprising:

using the packet processor to command the plurality of

peripheral devices to enter the low power mode before
the packet processor enters the sleep mode.

16. The method of claim 10, further comprising:

using the micro-controller to command the plurality of

peripheral devices to enter the low power mode before
the packet processor enters the sleep mode.

17. The method of claim 10, further comprising:

using the micro-controller without waking the packet pro-

cessor from the sleep mode in order to generate and
transmit idle frames and/or messages in response to the
corresponding upstream bandwidth allocation as man-
dated by the relevant PON protocol, when there is no
user traffic to send to the OLT.
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18. The method of claim 10, further comprising:

transmitting idle frames and/or messages to the OLT
according to the relevant PON protocol in response to
the corresponding upstream bandwidth allocation
received from the OLT.

19. A method of communicating with an optical line ter-

minal (OLT) through a passive optical network (PON), the
method comprising:

receiving data packets at a customer premises equipment
(CPE) device;

processing the received data packets at a packet processor
of the CPE device;

placing the packet processor into a sleep mode when no
data packets are received for at least a threshold period of
time;

receiving, at the CPE device, an operation and manage-
ment (OAM) message or upstream bandwidth allocation
from the OLT;

using a micro-controller to access application instruction
data from a memory, the micro-controller being a sepa-
rate module from the packet processor;

transmitting, using the application instruction data, one or
more acknowledgment, status, or report messages to the
OLT according to a relevant protocol in response to the
OAM message using the micro-controller without wak-
ing the packet processor from the sleep mode;

receiving a data packet or an indication of'an incoming data
packet at the CPE device; and

using the micro-controller to wake the packet processor
from the sleep mode in response to the receiving of the
data packet or indication.

20. The method of claim 19, further comprising:

initializing the micro-controller, wherein initializing the
micro-controller includes populating the memory with
instruction data from the packet processor.

21. The CPE of claim 9, wherein the micro-controller is

configured to periodically receive OAM messages from the
central office during periods when no data packets are being
received from the central office.

22. The method of claim 19, further comprising:

periodically receiving additional OAM messages and
transmitting additional one or more acknowledgments,
status, or report messages as required by the relevant
protocol during a period when no data packets are being
received.

23. The method of claim 19, further comprising:

using the micro-controller without waking the packet pro-
cessor from the sleep mode in order to generate and
transmit idle frames and/or messages in response to the
corresponding upstream bandwidth allocation as man-
dated by the relevant PON protocol, when there is no
user traffic to send to the OLT.
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